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condition the release of Shahu, The king was to be en-
trusted to Kam Baksh's care and led by him to the Maratha
camp, where he would receive and confer with the Maratha
leaders. Thereafter the latter would present themselves
before Aurangzib and receive recognition of the right of
the Maratha government and levy chauth and sardeshmukhi
over the southern provinces of the empire. No less than
seventy invitations to Maratha officers had been written,
when the emperor broke off negotiations. Taught by
bitter experience, he mistrusted the good faith of his son
and formed the belief that the negotiations were only a
screen for his impending treachery. It was the prince's
intention to join with Shahu the Marathas and with their
aid to depose Aurangzib and usurp the throne of Delhi.
The emperor dismissed the Maratha envoys, recalled his
own, and leaving the Maratha country led his grand army
to the siege of Wakinkera (1706).

After the fall of Bijapur, the Moghul generals reduced
the fortresses owned by Sikandar Adil Shah. One of these,
Sagar, between the confluence of the Bhima and the Krishna,
was held by one Pern Naik", the chief of a wild tribe
called Berads, a name which the Musulman historians
corrupted into Bedars or fearless ones. On the approach
of the Moghul army, Pern Naik at once submitted and
presenting himself at court was raised to the rank of a
commander of five thousand. But the savage chieftain
soon pined for his own wild highlands and asked for and
obtained leave to go to Wakinkera, a walled village
fifteen miles from Sagar, On his death shortly afterwards,
Pirya Naik, setting aside the claims of Pern Naik's son,
also called Pern Naik, succeeded to the headship of the
Berad tribe. He presented himself at court, was given a
command of five thousand and did excellent service under
Rohulla Khan at the siege of Raichur. After the fall of
that place he withdrew to Wakinkera and fortifying it
became a robber chief. He collected round him fourteen
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